
April Fools’ Day



On no other holiday is fun celebrated like it is on April Fools’ Day. 
From simple to elaborate, the harmless tricks and pranks played on April 1 
signal a break from the seriousness of daily life. While not an official 
holiday, April Fools’ Day is enjoyed in many parts of the world. Whether 
you are a fan of the day or not, you must be on your guard, or may find 
yourself the unwitting  recipient of a trickster’s prank!




Origins of April Fools’ Day





Although April Fools’ Day, also known as All Fools Day, is celebrated 
in different ways throughout the world, it is unknown exactly how the 
tradition originated. There are a few theories however. Some cultures 
recognized it as the first day of spring, celebrating with general merriment 
and feasting. Some calendars recognized it the first day of the new year. 
The Feast of Fools was a term given to many medieval festivals celebrated 
during the 15th and 16th Centuries in Europe.





Ancient cultures, including those of the Romans and Hindus, 
celebrated New Year's Day on or around April 1, which closely follows the 
vernal equinox (March 20th or March 21st). The Romans had a festival 
named Hilaria on March 25, rejoicing in the resurrection of Attis. The Hindu 
calendar has Holi, and the Jewish calendar has Purim. Perhaps there's 
something about the time of year, with its turn from winter to spring, that 
lends itself to lighthearted celebrations.





Today, April Fools' Day is observed throughout the Western world. 
Practices include sending someone on a "fool's errand," looking for things 
that don't exist; playing pranks; and trying to get people to believe 
ridiculous things. The French call April 1 Poisson d'Avril, or "April Fish." 
French children sometimes tape a picture of a fish on the back of their 
schoolmates, crying "Poisson d'Avril" when the prank is discovered. This 
custom has spread across Europe and many European April Fools’ Day 
cards feature pictures of fish.
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As well as people playing pranks on one another on April Fools' Day, elaborate 
practical jokes have appeared on radio and TV stations, newspapers, and web sites. 
Today, April Fools’ pranks can catch and embarrass a wider audience than ever before. 



Home Grown Spaghetti Trees: One of the most famous April Fools' pranks occurred in 
1957, when the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) news program Panorama 
reported on Switzerland's spaghetti harvest. The region's mild winter and lack of natural 
spaghetti pests allowed for the production of home-grown spaghetti. The BBC received 
many calls from people interested in growing their own spaghetti. They were told that 
they should place a sprig of spaghetti in tomato sauce. This is believed to be the first 
time the medium of television was used to stage an April Fool's Day hoax.



Swedes Cover Their TVs in Tights: In 1962, Sweden's only television channel, which was 
in black and white, announced that the station could be viewed in color if one cut up 
tights and placed it over the television's screen. This would bend the television's light to 
make it appear in color. Thousands of Swedes cut up stockings and taped them over 
their television only to realize they were victims of a hoax.



Loch Ness Monster Found: In 1972, a photo surfaced from the Flamingo Park Zoo in 
Yorkshire, England. It was claimed to show the body of the Lock Ness Monster, 
discovered by a team of zoologists at Loch Ness. However, upon further inspection, the 
photo appeared to be of a seal. The zoo's education officer eventually confessed to the 
prank, saying that he'd placed the seal in the water after shaving its whiskers.



Millionaire Auctions off Iceberg: In 1978, a businessman and adventurer named Dick 
Smith announced he would be towing an iceberg from Antarctica to break into smaller 
cubes for sale. He advertised that these Antarctic ice cubes would freshen the taste of 
any drink for the price of ten cents a cube. The media was on site in Sydney Harbor to 
report on the barge towing the iceberg, which was revealed to actually be sheets 
covered with shaving cream and fire extinguishing foam.



Renaming the Liberty Bell: The Taco Bell Corporation took out a full-page ad that 
appeared in six major newspapers on April 1, 1996, announcing it had bought the Liberty 
Bell and was renaming it the Taco Liberty Bell. Hundreds of outraged citizens called the 
National Historic Park in Philadelphia, where the bell was housed, to express their anger. 
Their nerves were only calmed when Taco Bell revealed, a few hours later, that it was all a 
practical joke. 



The Left-Handed Whopper: Burger King published a full page advertisement in the 
April 1, 1996 edition of USA Today announcing the introduction of a new item: a "Left-
Handed Whopper" specially designed for the 32 million left-handed Americans. The new 
whopper included the same ingredients as the original Whopper (lettuce, tomato, 
hamburger patty, etc.), but all the condiments were rotated 180 degrees for the benefit 
of their left-handed customers. The following day Burger King issued a follow-up 
release revealing that although the Left-Handed Whopper was a hoax, thousands of 
customers had gone into restaurants to request the new sandwich. 
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An April Fools’ Day News Story

Many newspapers publish exactly one fake story on or around April Fools’ Day. 
Often, readers don’t realize until the end that they have been fooled. Why? The 
reason is that the stories are based on something believable. Often they involve 
something people would very much like or not like to see happen. That’s what 
grabs their attention. 



Here’s your chance to write your very own April Fools’ news story! 



Think about something in your school or town that matters to people. It could be 
something on the school lunch menu, playground, a school rule, or school 
tradition. It might be a town or city monument, longtime business, playing field, 
parade, or tradition. Think about something that people would like or really not 
like to see changed about it. Record your ideas here:

	  
My topic: _______________________________________________________________	  


The change I have made up:________________________________________________	  
________________________________________________________________________



Next, create three reasons that tell why the change was needed. Be creative.

1.  _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________	  
2.  _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________	  
3.  _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

On the next page, put your ideas into paragraph form. Remember to start with a 
topic sentence that tells your readers what they will be reading about. Add the 
three reasons for the change and spice them up with some details. Be sure to write 
it like it is something that has actually happened or will be happening.  If you’d like, 
you can make a more complete news story by writing a separate paragraph for 
each of the reasons for the change. Add a concluding sentence or paragraph that 
sums it all up and ends with, “April Fool!”


Name: _____________________________	  
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An April Fools’ Day Math Game:

Make One


Number of Players: 

Ø  2 or more



Object of the Game: 

Ø  To get a solution as close to one as possible



Materials:  

Ø  Two six-sided dice or one deck of playing cards with face cards removed

Ø  Make One score sheet for each player

Ø  Pencil



How to Play:

Ø  Decide whether two or four operations will be used: Select addition and 

subtraction or multiplication and division, or all four operations.

Ø  If using dice, each player rolls two dice 5 times and records the sum of the dice on 

the Make One recording sheet.

Ø  If using playing cards, each player selects 5 cards. Aces represent the number 

one. Record each number on the Make One recording sheet.

Ø  Using the operations selected, each player uses his or her numbers to make an 

equation. The goal is to get the solution to the equation to be as close to one as 
possible. 




Rules:

Ø  Each player must use at least 3 cards per round.



Scoring:

Ø  The player whose solution is closest to one scores two points for the round.

Ø  If there is a tie, each player in the tie scores one point.

Ø  A bonus is awarded to the winner of the round for each additional card used 

beyond the minimum of three cards. Add one point for each additional card used. 

§  For example, if the winner of the round used all 5 cards, he or she would 

earn 4 points for that round: 2 points for winning and 2 points for the 
additional cards. In the case of a tie, the same bonus points apply for all 
players in the tie.




Winning the Game:

Ø  At the end of 5 rounds, the player with the highest score wins the game.
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An April Fools’ Day Math Game:

Make One


Examples





Lucy rolls the following numbers on the dice:




5, 6, 2, 7, 8 



She and her partner have decided to use addition and subtraction only.



Lucy creates the following equation with her numbers:




8 – 7 + 6 – 5 – 2 = 0










Lucy’s partner James rolls the following numbers on the dice:




5, 5, 12, 7, 6



James creates the following equation with his numbers:




12 + 7 – 5 + 5 – 6 = 3



The winner of this round is Lucy. She got the solution closest to 1.



Lucy scores 2 points for winning the round and also earns two bonus points, one 
for each additional card she used beyond the minimum of three cards. Her total 
score for the round is 4 points. James’s score for the round is 0 points.







Lucy and James play four more rounds and total their scores for all five rounds. 
The player who scored the highest total number of points is then declared the 
winner of the game.
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An April Fools’ Day Math :

Solve the Riddle
	  

As you solve each multiplication problem, match the product to the letter. Use 
the decoder fill it in on the spaces in the answer at the bottom of the page. 


Riddle: Why did the teacher squint all of the time?




                                      DECODER

1.   6  ×  7  =  ______ 	   	   	   	   	   	  27 = T 	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

2.   8 ×  3  =   ______ 	   	   	   	   	   	  21 = I 	   	  	  


3.   9 ×  6  =   ______ 
 
 
 
 
 
49 = G



4.   4 ×  8 =   ______ 	   	   	   	   	   	  64 = W



5.    7 ×  9 =   ______ 	   	   	   	   	   	  42 = E



6.    3 ×  6 =    ______ 	   	   	   	   	   	  24 = H



7.  7 ×  7 =    ______ 	   	   	   	   	   	  54 = U



8.    9 ×  4 =   ______ 	   	   	   	   	   	  32 = S



9.    7 ×  3  =   ______ 	   	   	   	   	   	  36 = A



10.   6 ×  8 =    ______	   	   	   	   	   	  63 = N



11.     8 ×  8 =    ______	   	   	   	   	   	  18 = B



12.    7 ×  4 =   ______ 	   	   	   	   	   	  12 = O



13.    9 ×  3 =   ______ 	   	   	   	   	   	  48 = C



14.   8 ×  7 =    ______ 	   	   	   	   	   	  28 = R



15.    6 * 2  =    ______ 	   	   	   	   	   	  56 = D




____ 
____ 
____ 
____ 
____ 
____ 
____ 
 
  ____
  ____
  ____


 6 
1 
10 
 8 
3 
 4      1                        2           1        12



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ____	   ____  ____  ____ ____ ____  ____  ____ 
      ____   ____  ____  ____

           4          13       3        14       1        5         13        4                       11        1          12        1




	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ____ ____ 
      ____   ____  ____  ____  ____ ____


4      15                   6          12       9        7         2         13
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Name _____________________________________	  



#1 Class Favorites Tally Recording Sheet




My Survey Topic: Favorite _______________________	  










Choice	   Response	  Tally	  

On the next page, create a graph of the responses you collected.
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Name____________________________________	  
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	  _____	  	  	  _____	  	  _____	  	  _____	  	  _____	  	  	  _____	  	  _____	  	  	  _____	  	  _____	  	  _____	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Choices	  

Class	  Favorites	  :	  _________________________	  
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Name ________________________	  



A #1 Person





Who is someone you admire or think is pretty special? This could 
be someone in your family, a good friend or someone you don’t know 
personally. It should be someone whose accomplishments you admire. 
Choose one person to be the subject of your paragraph.



My #1 Person: _________________________________________________	  


List three reasons why you think this person is special, followed by an 
example for each:



1.  __________________________________________________________	  
	  
Example:______________________________________________________	  
	  
______________________________________________________________	  
	  
2.  _________________________________________________________	  

Example:______________________________________________________	  
	  
______________________________________________________________	  
	  
3.  _________________________________________________________	  

Example:______________________________________________________	  
	  
______________________________________________________________



On the next page, put your ideas into a paragraph. Remember to 
start with a topic sentence that tells your readers who they will be 
reading about. For example, “My mom is a very special person.” Or, “I 
really admire _______.” Then add your three reasons, along with the 
example for each. End with a concluding sentence that sums it all up.
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