
Cinco De Mayo
Cinco de Mayo translated to English means “The Fifth of May”. It  
marks the anniversary of the Mexican army’s 1862 victory over 
France at the Battle of Puebla during the Franco-Mexican War 
(1861-1867). The celebration of Cinco de Mayo should not be 
confused with Mexican Independence Day, which is celebrated on 
September 15th and marks Mexico’s independence from Spain in 
1821.

A fairly minor holiday in Mexico, in the United States Cinco de 
Mayo has evolved into a celebration of Mexican culture and 
heritage, particularly in areas with large Mexican-American 
populations. Cinco de Mayo traditions include parades, mariachi 
music performances and street festivals in cities and towns across 
both countries.

History of Cinco De Mayo
In 1861, when Benito Juárez (1806-1872) became president of 
Mexico, the country was in debt to European governments. When 
he announced that Mexico would not repay the 
loans, France, Britain and Spain sent their 
navies to Veracruz to demand repayment. 
Britain and Spain negotiated with Mexico and 
withdrew. France, ruled by Napoleon III, had
other ideas. Napoleon decided to increase the size of his empire by
gaining control of land in Mexico.
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Late in 1861, a well-armed French fleet stormed Veracruz, landing 
a large force and driving President
Juárez and his government into retreat. 
Expecting a quick victory, 6,000 French 
troops set out to attack Puebla de Los 
Angeles, a small town in east-central Mexico. 

From his new headquarters in the north, Juárez rounded up a rag-
tag force of 2,000 loyal men and sent them to Puebla. Led by Texas-
born General Ignacio Zaragoza, the vastly outnumbered and poorly 
supplied Mexicans fortified the town and prepared for the French 
assault. 

On May 5, 1862, French General Charles Latrille de Lorencez
brought his army, well provisioned and supported by heavy 
artillery, to the city of Puebla and led an assault from the north. 
The battle lasted from daybreak to early evening. When the French 
finally retreated, they had lost nearly 500 soldiers. Fewer than 100 
Mexicans had been killed in the clash.

Although not a major win in the overall war against the French, the 
triumph at Puebla represented a great symbolic victory for the 
Mexican people. Six years later, aided by military support and 
political pressure from the United States, which was finally in a 
position to aid its neighbor after the end of the U.S. Civil War, 
France withdrew from Mexico and President Juárez returned to 
Veracruz. 

Puebla 
de Los 
Angeles
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Cinco De Mayo Celebrations in Mexico

In Mexico, Cinco de Mayo is primarily observed in the state of 
Puebla, where Zaragoza’s unlikely triumph occurred, although 
other parts of the country also take part in the celebration. 
Traditions include military parades, reenactments of the Battle of 
Puebla and other festive events. For many Mexicans, however, 
May 5 is a day like any other. It is not a federal holiday, so offices, 
banks and stores remain open.

Cinco De Mayo Celebrations in The United States

Chicano activists in the United States raised awareness of the 
holiday in the 1960s, in part because they identified with the 
victory of indigenous Mexicans over European invaders during the 
Battle of Puebla. Today in the United States Cinco de Mayo is 
considered to be a celebration of Mexican culture and heritage, 
particularly in areas with large Mexican-American populations. 
Some of the largest festivals are held in Chicago, Houston and Los 
Angeles. People mark the occasion with parades, parties, mariachi 
music, Mexican folk dancing and traditional foods such as tacos, 
quesadillas, burritos, enchiladas and more. 

Enchiladas Burrito Taco Quesadillas

3

FOR PREVIE
W 



Cinco de Mayo
Getting Ready to Read

1. Does this text look like it’s literature or information? What makes you think this?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. What do you know about this topic?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. How will you make sure you understand as you read?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. How will you handle any hard words you might find?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5. Is there anything in the way the author organized this text that will make it easier 

to read and/or understand?  If so, what did the author do or include to make it 

easier?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Name _______________________	  
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Cinco de Mayo
After Reading

1. What historical event does Cinco de Mayo commemorate?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Why is Cinco de Mayo celebrated in the United States?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. What events take place at Cinco de Mayo celebrations?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. Why did European governments send troops to Mexico in 1861?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5. What did Napoleon III hope to achieve by sending more troops to Mexico?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6. Why was the Mexican win at Puebla surprising?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7. When and how did the Franco-Mexican War end?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Name _______________________	  
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Cinco de Mayo

1. What historical event does Cinco de Mayo commemorate?

It	  commemorates	  the	  Mexican	  victory	  over	  the	  French	  at	  the	  Battle	  of	  Puebla	  in	  1862.

2. Why is Cinco de Mayo celebrated in the United States?

There	  are	  many	  Mexican	  Americans	  (also	  known	  as	  Chicanos)	  living	  in	  the	  United	  States.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Chicano	  activists	  raised	  awareness	  of	  the	  holiday	  in	  the	  1960’s.

3. What events take place at Cinco de Mayo celebrations?

Battle	  reenactments,	  parades,	  parties,	  mariachi	  music,	  Mexican	  folk	  dancing	  and	  eating	  

traditional	  foods	  are	  among	  the	  festivities.

4. Why did European governments send troops to Mexico in 1861?

Britain,	  Spain	  and	  France	  were	  seeking	  repayment	  of	  loans	  that	  Mexico	  had	  refused	  to	  pay.	  

5. What did Napoleon III hope to achieve by sending more troops to Mexico?
Napoleon	  was	  hoping	  to	  expand	  the	  French	  empire	  by	  gaining	  control	  of	  land	  in	  Mexico.

6. Why was the Mexican win at Puebla surprising?
The	  Mexicans	  were	  vastly	  outnumbered	  and	  out-‐supplied	  by	   the	  French	  forces.

7. When and how did the Franco-Mexican War end?

The	  war	  ended	  in	  1867	  (see	  dates	  of	  the	  war	  in	  the	  introduction	  on	   the	  first	  page)	  when	  the	  

United	  States	  sent	  military	  support	  to	  Mexico	  and	  applied	  political	  pressure	  to	  the	  French	  

government.
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Cinco de Mayo
Digging Deeper Into the Text

1. What do you think the author wants you to learn from reading this article?
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

2. Based on the second paragraph on page 2, what is the meaning of the word 

‘fortified’?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

3. Based on the second paragraph on page 3, what is the meaning of the word 

‘indigenous’?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

4. Notice the text features used in the article: heading, sub-headings, maps, 

photographs, etc. Choose two and describe how each supports your 

comprehension.

Feature How it supports comprehension

______________________ ________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

______________________ ________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________	  	  	  	  

Name _______________________	  
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Cinco de Mayo
Digging Deeper Into the Text

1. What do you think the author wants you to learn from reading this article?

Answers	  may	  vary	  but	   should	  include	  references	  to	  the	  author	  wanting	  readers	  to	  learn	  

about	  the	  origins	  and	  history	  of	  Cinco	  de	  Mayo	  in	  addition	  to	  how	  it	  is	  celebrated	  in	  Mexico	  

and	  the	  United	  States.

2. Based on the second paragraph on page 2, what is the meaning of the word 

‘fortified’?

Readers	  may	  use	  the	  context	  references	  to	  “Juárez rounded	  up	  a	  rag-‐tag	  force	  of	  2,000	  loyal	  

men	  and	  sent	  them	  to	  Puebla.”	  and	  	  “…prepared	  for	  the	  French	  assault.	  “	  to	  infer	  that	  

‘fortified’	  means	  ‘strengthened	  against	  attack’	  or	  similar	  definition.

3. Based on the second paragraph on page 3, what is the meaning of the word 

‘indigenous’?

Readers	  	  may	  use	  the	  context	  references	  to	  “…victory	  of	  indigenous	  Mexicans	  over	  European	  

invaders”	  to	  infer	  that	  ‘indigenous’	  means	  ‘native’,	  ‘originating	  in	  a	  certain	  place”,	  or	  similar	  

definition.

4. Notice the text features used in the article: heading, sub-headings, maps, 

photographs, etc. Choose two and describe how each supports your 

comprehension.

Feature How it supports comprehension

Answers	  will	  vary	  depending	  on	  which	  features	  readers	  chose.
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Cinco de Mayo
Make Five Math Game

Number of Players: 
Ø 2 or more

Object of the Game: 
Ø To get a solution as close to five as possible

Materials:  
Ø Two six-sided dice or one deck of playing cards with face cards removed
Ø Make Five score sheet for each player
Ø Pencil

How to Play:
Ø Decide whether two or four operations will be used: Select addition and 

subtraction or multiplication and division, or all four operations.
Ø If using dice, each player rolls two dice 5 times and records the sum of the 

dice on the Make Five recording sheet.
Ø If using playing cards, each player selects 5 cards. Aces represent the 

number one. Record each number on the Make Five recording sheet.
Ø Using the operations selected, each player uses his or her numbers to make 

an equation. The goal is to get the solution to the equation to be as close to 
five as possible. 

Rules:
Ø Each player must use at least 3 cards per round.

Scoring:
Ø The player whose solution is closest to five scores two points for the round.
Ø If there is a tie, each player in the tie scores one point.
Ø A bonus is awarded to the winner of the round for each additional card used 

beyond the minimum of three cards. Add one point for each additional card 
used. 
§ For example, if the winner of the round used all 5 cards, he or she 

would earn 4 points for that round: 2 points for winning and 2 points 
for the additional cards. In the case of a tie, the same bonus points 
apply for all players in the tie.

Winning the Game:
Ø At the end of 5 rounds, the player with the highest score wins the game.
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Cinco de Mayo
Make Five Math Game

Examples

Lucy rolls the following numbers on the dice:

5, 6, 2, 7, 8 

She and her partner have decided to use addition and subtraction only.

Lucy creates the following equation with her numbers:

((8 + 7) – (6 + 5) +2 ) =  6

Lucy’s partner James rolls the following numbers on the dice:

5, 5, 12, 7, 6

James creates the following equation with his numbers:

((5+5) - ( 12 -7)) = 5

The winner of this round is James. He got the solution closest to 5.

James scores 2 points for winning the round and also earns one bonus point for the          
additional card he used beyond the minimum of three cards. His total score for the 
round is 3 points. Lucy’s score for the round is 0 points.

Lucy and James play four more rounds and total their scores for all five rounds. The 
player who scored the highest total number of points is then declared the winner of the 
game.FOR PREVIE
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Make Five Score Sheet

Round One Numbers:      _______	   ,	  ________	   ,	  ________	   ,	  _______	   ,	  _______

My equation:

______________________________________________________	   	  	  =	   	  	  _________

Round Two Numbers:      _______	   ,	  ________	   ,	  ________	   ,	  _______	   ,	  _______

My equation:

______________________________________________________	   	  	  =	   	  	  _________

Round Three Numbers:      _______	   ,	  ________	   ,	  ________	   ,	  _______	   ,	  _______

My equation:

______________________________________________________	   	  	  =	   	  	  _________

Round Four Numbers:      _______	   ,	  ________	   ,	  ________	   ,	  _______	   ,	  _______

My equation:

______________________________________________________	   	  	  =	   	  	  _________

Round Five Numbers:      _______	   ,	  ________	   ,	  ________	   ,	  _______	   ,	  _______

My equation:

______________________________________________________	   	  	  =	   	  	  _________

Round 1 2 3 4 5 Total

Score
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Making colorful paper flowers is a tradition in Mexico on 
Cinco de Mayo. How colorful can you make this bouquet?
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Maracas are rattles made from gourds. Maracas are used as musical 
instruments, and they are usually oval shaped. Maracas are essential to 
Latin and South American orchestras and bands. They are bright and 
colorful in their design. How colorful can you make these?
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Cinco de Mayo Crafts

The following web sites offer excellent instructions on how to make 
fun, creative Cinco de Mayo crafts from easy-to-gather materials.

Maracas and Noise Makers

http://www.kinderart.com/sculpture/maraca1.shtml

http://www.firstpalette.com/Craft_themes/Music/papercupshakers
/papercupshakers.html

http://www.scatteredthoughtsofacraftymom.com/2011/06/monday-
craft-paper-plate-maracas.html

Tissue Paper Flowers

http://www.firstpalette.com/Craft_themes/Nature/mexicantissuepa
perflowers/mexicantissuepaperflowers.html

Piñatas

http://www.kinderart.com/sculpture/pinata.shtml

Short on time? Try this simple piñata craft using  a paper lunch bag:
http://www.sheknows.com/kids-activity-
center/articles/990207/cinco-de-mayo-crafts-for-kids

Sombreros and Serapes

http://www.firstpalette.com/Craft_themes/Wearables/easypaperha
t/easypaperhat.html

http://www.freekidscrafts.com/paper-bag-serape/
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