
Since 1929, when Henry Hoover was president, the first ladies have 

had the honor of overseeing the decorating of the White House Christmas 

tree. In 1961, First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy began the tradition of selecting 

a theme for the tree. That year the tree was decorated with ornaments from 

the “Nutcracker Suite” ballet: ornamental birds, toys, angels and characters 

from the ballet. 

The tradition of decorating a tree outside of the White House began in 

1923 with President Calvin Coolidge. On Christmas Eve, the president lit 

3,000 electric lights on a 60-foot fir tree harvested from Vermont’s Green 

Mountains. Like Theodore Roosevelt, President Coolidge was concerned 

about cutting down healthy trees. In 1924, he commissioned the American 

Forestry Association to plant a national living Christmas tree in Sherman 

Square near the White House. Every year since, the tree has been lit by the 

president.

The Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree

Perhaps one of the most famous Christmas trees erected in the United 

States each year is the tree at Rockefeller Center in New York City. The idea 

for a public tree began in 1931, during the Great Depression. A 20-foot 

balsam was set up at Fifth Avenue and 50th Street, as a way to bring cheer 

to the city’s numerous unemployed and struggling citizens. Two years later 

city officials put up another tree, and a tradition began. The Rockefeller 

Center Christmas Tree has been a major part of New York City’s holiday 

celebrations ever since. 



	  

SAMPLE



The search for the tree that will be placed in Rockefeller Center 

begins in the spring. The search is conducted by helicopter flight over the 

Northeast. The tree, which is  usually about 90 feet tall, is usually chosen by 

July 4. It is fertilized and pruned, and  its cutting is a media-covered event. A 

new tree is planted in its place. The tallest tree so far dates from 1999. It was 

a Norway Spruce from Connecticut. It measured 100 feet tall!

Once the tree arrives in Rockefeller Center, it takes two days to put 

up the scaffolding for decorators. The tree is adorned with approximately 

26,000 light bulbs, and on the Wednesday after Thanksgiving, the lighting 

of the tree is broadcast on NSC. The tree’s owners receive the honor of 

flipping the switch at the first lighting. The tree remains lit through January 

6. 





Birds love a recycled Christmas tree. Simply remove all artificial 
decorations and place your tree outdoors after the holidays are done. 
Fresh orange slices or strung popcorn will attract the birds and they 
can sit in the branches for shelter. Within a year the branches will 
become brittle and you can break the tree apart by hand or put the 
tree through a wood chipper to create mulch for your garden.


Did You Know?
SAMPLE



Name_______________________________________

Three Famous Christmas Trees Timeline
************************************

Place a dot with the letter of its event above each date to make the timeline complete.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
1834   1889 1894    1909    1923 1924 1929  1931    1961   1999

A. Tallest Rockefeller Center Christmas tree
B. “Snowball” fight in the White House
C.  First Christmas tree in the White House
D. “Nutcracker Suite” themed White House Christmas Tree
E.  First Rockefeller Center Christmas tree
F.  First White House Christmas tree on public view
G.  First ladies have been in charge of decorating the White House Christmas Tree since this time
H.  First White House Christmas tree to have electric light bulbs
I.  First outdoor White House Christmas tree
J.  First National Christmas tree

SAMPLE



Since 1929, when Henry Hoover was president, the first ladies have 

had the honor of overseeing the decorating of the White House Christmas 

tree. In 1961, First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy began the tradition of selecting 

a theme for the tree. That year the tree was decorated with ornaments from 

the “Nutcracker Suite” ballet: ornamental birds, toys, angels and characters 

from the ballet. 

The tradition of decorating a tree outside of the White House began in 

1923 with President Calvin Coolidge. On Christmas Eve, the president lit 

3,000 electric lights on a 60-foot fir tree harvested from Vermont’s Green 

Mountains. Like Theodore Roosevelt, President Coolidge was concerned 

about cutting down healthy trees. In 1924, he commissioned the American 

Forestry Association to plant a national living Christmas tree in Sherman 

Square near the White House. Every year since, the tree has been lit by the 

president.

The Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree

Perhaps one of the most famous Christmas trees erected in the United 

States each year is the tree at Rockefeller Center in New York City. The idea 

for a public tree began in 1931, during the Great Depression. A 20-foot 

balsam was set up at Fifth Avenue and 50th Street, as a way to bring cheer 

to the city’s numerous unemployed and struggling citizens. Two years later 

city officials put up another tree, and a tradition began. The Rockefeller 

Center Christmas Tree has been a major part of New York City’s holiday 

celebrations ever since. 



	  

SAMPLE



The search for the tree that will be placed in Rockefeller Center 

begins in the spring. The search is conducted by helicopter flight over the 

Northeast. The tree, which is  usually about 90 feet tall, is usually chosen by 

July 4. It is fertilized and pruned, and  its cutting is a media-covered event. A 

new tree is planted in its place. The tallest tree so far dates from 1999. It was 

a Norway Spruce from Connecticut. It measured 100 feet tall!

Once the tree arrives in Rockefeller Center, it takes two days to put 

up the scaffolding for decorators. The tree is adorned with approximately 

26,000 light bulbs, and on the Wednesday after Thanksgiving, the lighting 

of the tree is broadcast on NSC. The tree’s owners receive the honor of 

flipping the switch at the first lighting. The tree remains lit through January 

6. 





Birds love a recycled Christmas tree. Simply remove all artificial 
decorations and place your tree outdoors after the holidays are done. 
Fresh orange slices or strung popcorn will attract the birds and they 
can sit in the branches for shelter. Within a year the branches will 
become brittle and you can break the tree apart by hand or put the 
tree through a wood chipper to create mulch for your garden.


Did You Know?
SAMPLE



Christmas Traditions 

There are few holidays people celebrate as much as Christmas.  

Decorations are everywhere: in  homes, in shop windows, all throughout the 

neighborhood. Cookie making, tree trimming, gift exchanges and holiday 

gatherings are among the many events that brighten up winter and celebrate 

this special time of year. How did many of our favorite traditions come to 

be? Read on to find out  about one of the most central, the Christmas tree.



The Christmas Tree 

 

Germany has long been thought of as the country that first 

introduced the Christmas tree to the world. However, the German people 

were not the first to decorate evergreens at the end of the year. Ancient 

Romans decorated boughs of pine, holly and ivy during their year-end 

festival. In ancient Egypt, it was common for people to adorn their homes 

with palm branches on the shortest day of the year. The first written record 

of people in western countries decorating trees in their homes dates to 1605 

in the town of Strasbourg, Germany. These first trees were lit with real 

candles, a tradition that continued for several hundred years.  By the 1880’s, 

after Thomas Edison’s company began manufacturing electric lights, people 

began stringing colorful light bulbs on their Christmas trees. 
















 

Name____________________________

SAMPLE



According to legend, the lighting of the first Christmas trees in 

America took place at the time of the American Revolution during the Battle 

of Trenton in 1776. The British had paid German soldiers, called Hessians, to 

fight the rebel colonists. The Hessians were said to have been seen by 

George Washington’s men attaching lighted candles to the branches of a 

pine tree. While this may or may not be true, German soldiers likely 

introduced the Christmas tree to the American colonies.

In England, Prince Albert, husband of Queen Victoria, introduced the 

custom  to the British royal family in 1841. He set up the first Christmas tree 

in Windsor Castle. It didn’t take long before homes all over England copied 

the tradition. 

At the turn of the 20th Century, Christmas trees had become more 

common throughout America, especially in places where German immigrants 

had settled, such as Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and North Carolina. Today, 

Christmas trees can be found in homes throughout the country. The trees 

are so poplar that almost a half million acres of land are dedicated to 

growing Christmas trees!

Did You Know?

•The first Christmas trees were smaller trees that sat on tables. The idea of 

the floor to ceiling tree was introduced in forest-rich America in the early 

1800’s.

•Every year 25-30 million Christmas trees are sold in the United States.

•Christmas trees take 5-7 years to mature.

•For every Christmas tree that is cut and sold in the United States, 2-3 trees 

are planted in its place.



SAMPLE



New Years Around the World 

 The coming of the new year signals a new beginning. It is a chance to 
bid farewell to the past year and to anticipate the exciting things the next 

year will bring. In the United States, people stay up until midnight, throw 
parties, and watch fireworks displays. While the arrival of the new year is 

celebrated the world over, every country has its own New Year’s traditions. In 
some countries and cultures New Year’s isn’t even celebrated on January 1! 

Whichever day it is, it is indeed special and in just about every country, it is 

celebrated with fireworks. Read on to learn more about how different 
countries celebrate the holiday.

Belgium      

In Belgium children write letters to their parents. They decorate the 

cards with cherubs, angels and roses and make them colorful. They then 

read the cards aloud to their parents. 

Spain 

 In Spain it is traditional to eat twelve grapes with each stroke of 

the clock at midnight. This ritual began in 1895  when some clever grape 

growers decided it would be a great way to use up their harvest 

surplus. Most families enjoy a big late night dinner before going out to 

celebrate.
















 

Name____________________________

SAMPLE



Greece 

As is true in many cultures, the Greek people use foods as 

symbols in holiday traditions. Greeks hang onions on their doors 

on New Year’s Eve as a symbol of a new beginning. The 

pomegranate fruit is used too. It is a symbol of good luck and 

prosperity. Greeks commonly break one on their doorstep before 

entering their houses on New Year’s Day. In many parts of Greece 

a special bread or cake is served. It contains a hidden coin that is 

said to bring good luck to the recipient. On New Year’s morning, 

parents tap their children on the head to wake them before going 

to church. 



Japan
On New Year’s Eve in Japan, bells are rung 108 times in 

Buddhist temples to welcome Toshigami, the New Year’s God. The 

Japanese also clean their homes. They send cards to friends and 

family to say thanks and to wish them a Happy New Year, in the 

same way that people in other parts of the world send cards at 
Christmas.



























 

SAMPLE



Denmark 

A special dessert is eaten in Denmark on New Year’s Eve. It is tall and 

cone shaped and is decorated with flags and firecrackers. Many people 

gather in Copenhagen to watch the Royal Guard parade in their bright red 

uniforms and celebrate when the town hall clock strikes midnight. On New 

Year’s Day some Danish people throw dishes on others’ doorsteps. It is 

thought that this will bring them many friends in the year ahead.



South Africa 

Since it is warm in the southern hemisphere on January 1, many South 

Africans celebrate New Year’s outside. As in most countries around the 

world, people enjoy fireworks displays at midnight. Up to 80,000 people 

have gathered at the foot of famous Table Mountain, which overlooks the 

city of Cape Town, to welcome the new year.



If you could travel to any of these countries to celebrate the new year, 

which one would you choose? Use details from the text to support your 

answer.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________





	  

SAMPLE



New Year’s in My Family 









Put each of the items on the list into a sentence. Then add a detail sentence 
that tells a little more about it.














List three things your family does on New Year’s Eve or day.	  Or, list things 
that you enjoy about New Year’s.
	  
1.__________________________________________________________________	  
	  
2.__________________________________________________________________	  
	  
3.__________________________________________________________________	  


First Sentence:_____________________________________________________	  
	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
	  
Detail Sentence:___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

First Sentence:_______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Detail Sentence:_____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

SAMPLE



First Sentence:_______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Detail Sentence:______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

On the next page, write a paragraph using the sentences above. Remember to 
include a topic sentence to let the reader know what to expect  and a closing 
sentence to recap or sum-up your thoughts. 


An example topic sentence might be, “My family has a lot of fun celebrating 
New Year’s.” 

Your topic sentence:___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________


An example closing sentence might be, “Celebrating New Year’s is one of my 
family’s many holiday traditions.”


Your closing sentence:__________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________



When you are finished, make an illustration to accompany your paragraph. 




SAMPLE



Dig Into : Informational Text
Name_______________________________       Date:__________________________

The title of this article is:__________________________________________________.

The authorʼs name is:____________________________________________.

I think this article is going to be about_______________________________________.

" " " " " " " " " " "

As you read, list any unknown or unusual words here:

pg.#___  ________________________     pg.#___  ________________________

pg.#___  ________________________     pg.#___  ________________________

pg.#___  ________________________     pg.#___  ________________________

pg.#___  ________________________     pg.#___  ________________________

After reading the article, I have decided that the main ideas are:

                   

1._______________________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________________

3._______________________________________________________________

SAMPLE



Choose two of the words you recorded. Using the context of the sentence or article, 
write what you think they mean in the spaces below.

"" " " " " "

I think _____________________

 might mean___________________
 
 ____________________________

 or have something to do with

 ____________________________.

            

I think _____________________

 might mean___________________
 
 ____________________________

 or have something to do with

 ____________________________.

Find out exactly what the words mean and record the information in the spaces below. 
You may copy the definition, paraphrase it, or find a synonym for it and record that.

" "" " " " " " ""

____________________________

means ______________________

____________________________

I found that in:

____ a dictionary 

____  an online resource

            

____________________________

means ______________________

____________________________

I found that in:

____ a dictionary 

____  an online resource

SAMPLE
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