Toni Morrison
Writer
1951-Present

Born Chloe Ardelia Wofford on Fcbruary 18, 1931 in Lorain, Ohio, ToniMorrison has won numerous
book Prizes) inclucling the Nobeland Pulitzer Prizes. She is best known for her eP'cs, The Bluest Eye,

SOI‘IgO)[ Solomonand Beloved, which was later made into a movie.

and

Howard

As a student, Morrison took her studies scriously, rea&ing voraciouslg of EU
learning Latin. After grad uatingwith honors from Lorain High Schoolint 949, she

Universit9 where she majorecl in English and minored in classi om Howarcl, Morr®on went to

Cornell Universitg where she earned a masters degrcc ini

Upon comPleting her formal education, Morrison
Southern Universitg, where she stagcd fortw s S returning to Howard to teach. While at

Howard, she met Jamaican architect Harold M

After the birth of their fird . i cting their second, Toniand Harold divorced. He

returned to Jamaica and s ’ nte of Ohio. She soon moved hersonswith her to

In1970, the short storygforrison bcgan many years before was Publis]'lecl. The Bluest Eye did not sell
we", but Morrisonwas on herwag to bccomingone of the most successful American authors of her
time. In2012, upon her retirement from teaclﬁing at Princeton University, The New York Times Book

Reviewnamed Belovedthe best novel of the Pas’c 25 years.

Toclay, Morrisonis on the editorial board of The Nation, a Political magazine. She has been awarded
numerous f’xonorarg degrccs and continues to write, spcak and Partake ina varie’cy of artistic

encleavo rs.




Name

Toni Morrison

which two well known book Prizes has Toni Morrison won?

. Asidefrom honorarg clegrees, what is the highest clegree Morrison holds?

. Morrison did not intend The B/uestlfyc to be a novel. What form o
start out to write?

. Whg did Morrison move to Syracuse, New

. Which of Morrisons novels ew Y&k Times Book Reviewname the best novel of

the Past 25 years 7




Sonia Sotomagor

SuPreme Court Justice
1954-Present

Sotomagor‘s first interest in law began after watclﬂing an episocle of the televisi my Mason.
She recalled in 1998: "l was going to oo”ege and I was goingto

when Iwasten. Ten. That's nojest.”

]'ligher education, Pushing her children to be I lish and makingl’]uge sacrifices to

Purchase a setof encgclopcdias that would giv
| and earned a full scholarship to Princeton

}16511 hOﬂOY’S. 5}16 rCCCiVCCl }‘ICY' law clegree From

nominated for . econd Circuit Court OFAPPcals bg President Bill Clinton. In addition to her work
in the Court of APPeals) Sotomagoralso began teaching acljunct law at New York University in 1998

and at Columbia Law School in1999.

Sotomagor maintains a Public presence, mostlg through making speeches. She Frequentlg speaks at
university commencements where her talks focus Primarilg on ethnic iden’citg and cxPcricnce, the need

for cliversity, and America's struggle with the implications of its diverse Population.




Name

Sonia Sotomagor

1. What historic firstdid Sonia Sotomayor achieve?

2. What caused Sotomagor to become interested in Iaw?

3. In what way was Sotomagor’s mother imPortant to her success?

4. Who took notice of Sotomagor and helped @ or first ogfment to a U.S court?
Y,

5. Inaddition to beinga lawyer 'uclge and Rblic aker, what otherjob has Sonia

Sotomagor held?

6. Sonia Sotomayor sta your ¢ ild marches to a different beat, a differentdrummer,

you mi Just have to along with that music. HCIP them achieve what's important to

them.” Po thildis good advice for Parents? ExPlain your thinl(ing.




Rachel Carson
Biologist and Writer

19071964

Rachel Carson was born on a small Familg farm nearSPringdalc, Pcnnsglvania onMay27,1907. As a

child she spen’c agreat deal of her time cxplon'ng the forests and streams around her Farm, dcvcloping

common thread of her favorite literature. She became a devoted writer at a

her first story in St. Nicholas Magazine when she wasjust eleven years old.

the series on aquatic life Proved surPrisingly

iologist atthe Bureau, analgzing data onfish Populations

d wildlife service. with the growing, Popularitg ofher books (The Sea
2l Book Award in 1951), Carson was able to leave the Bureau and work on
her resear Be. Carson moved with her mother to 50uth[:>ort, Maine in 1953,

Carson grew concerne, out environmental Problems that she believed were caused bg sgntlﬂetic
Pesticicles. The r®Ukt was the book Silent SPnhg Published in1962. Silent SIDnhgwamecl of a sPring

without song}:)irds and led to a nationwide ban on DDT and other Pcsticides. It inspirccl a grassroots
environmental movement that led to the creation of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Silent
SPr/hg IS genera”y credited with ins[:)iring the modern globalenvironmental movement. Inits collection

of the 100 most imPor'tant People of the 20th Centurg, Time magazine dedlared: "Before there was an

environmental movement, there was one brave woman and her very brave book." Rachel Carson died

from bone cancer in1964.




Name

Rachel Carson

1. How did Rachel Carson become interested in nature?

2. How old was Carson when her Firstwritingwas Publishecl?

2. What was the theme of her favorite literature?

4. How did Carson combine her interests in big g writing.

5. What is the title of the boo wrote th insP ed the environmental movement?

6. Rachel Carson said, temPIate the beaut9 of the earth find reserves of
strength thaet will endgfs longas life lasts.” What do you think she meant bg this? Do






